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Special Report: My Teaching Experience

saying Mandarin Chinese words they have already learned. At sifieghiorah Ballew.

China native Xu Dan always wanted to go abroad to study English and the people who sp
language in their own cultural settind\s a language teacher for seven years, Xu took advantage
exchange program to come to the Uniteaté&t and teach Mandarin Chinese at Fort Gibson school

Xu is staying with Fort Gibson teacher Mary White and her husband while on the exchange p
AShe and her husband are

students during a 4@inute class period. Things are much different here, but also much the sa
said.fi | see another side of me since coming

games to teach | 6ve dihenovermend i a «Cihfifhar &nt

Not that she believes Chinese schools dono
interesting for their students. However, with the greatly reduced number of kids in Fort (ibso
classrooms, Xu is able to explore newngs and techniques in teaching.
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AOur teachers do play games, [ S
do not have 5 an
acting out scenarias practice EnglishOther similarities to American schools are the rules, Xu said

She read the student handbook before school started and found that American schools have jus
guidelines as Chinese schools and the same expectations for siedaviorn Be f or e |
orientation about U.S. school s, 0 Xu said.
games) so | a dSempidr Kady Codk sighed up far tha dassdecause he thought it
be a fun, new exgrience.

So far, the class and teacher are living up to his expectafioBshh e 6 s a | ot of ffjun
Cook saidDelaney Tusia, also a senior, agrees. She and her best friend signed up together, ex|jectir

fun experience.fi T h e
country,

mor e

f this teachiehis dctually from China means | can learn more abo
about cul ture, © Tusia sai d.

the
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She and her friend also look forward to speaking Chinese in front of their friends, just for fun of {ours
Friday Xuods st uvadiewordsthephadairdadydearmed by pplayindatbafing game.

Each student who caught the ball had to repeat a word four times before passing it on. If theyjjmad
mistake, they had to sing a little soiu hear d a | ot of AaTrwoi nakn deff, t
students she would be happy to teach them the song in Chinese some day.

She also heard many correctly pronounced Mandarin Chinese words from her new dtubdemts. j (| s t
days of teaching, Il think tdbewmyabestengtt aobfeh

By Wendy Burton- Times Corresponden
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Online Tools for Chinese Learning

http://elanqguage.cn/whychengo/whychengo.php

This sitea joint project of te U.S. Department of Education and the Chinese MinistBdatation
provides online learning software based on animated videos displaying various asféuesé
culture, including the upcoming Olympics in Beijinhe joint project of Hanguage Leaing System
(ELLS) is originated from a bilateral MOU of Eanguage Learning System (ELLS) signed by
American Department of Education and the Chinese Ministry of Education on behalf of the two
governments in Washington in October 2002.

Both parties are comitted to collaboration in the development of Chinese and English online learijing
courseware mainly of animation, which has its Chinese nan& of "“and Eglish one of "Chengo".
Chengo Chinese is a muitiedia Chinese learning system, which is lively, innovative, practical ang
scientific. It comes a result of the cooperation in the ELLS project between Chinese MOE and UJED.
group of leading expts in linguistic pedagogy and technology are invited to participate in the projgjct
design and development according to the syllabi of two countries to cater for demands of middle|cho
students in Chinese at the age oflR



http://elanguage.cn/whychengo/whychengo.php
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Recommended Books
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Integrated Skills for
Advinced Chinese

Reading Into a New China, Volume 1
Integrated Skills for Advanced Chinese T. T T
By Duanduan Li, Irene Liu ISBN: 9780887276279

Get to the heart of contemporary China wRading into a New Chih& his is the third, totally revised
version of the thirdyear reader formerly known @#sNew Text for a Modern Chin&Vith a completely
remodeled designReading Into a New Chinais now a twevolume, fully integrated, mukskill
textbook that takes students of Chinese from the -imggtmediate to the dvanced level. With
enhanced language learning tools and coverage of the exciting changes taking place Hirsive(jty
century China. It is i1ideally suited for u
contemporary culture while perfectingethChinese fluency and accuracy.

Key Features

High-interest topics covering contemporary social issues
Exercises for vocabulary building skills

Systematic training in effective reading skills
Discourseoriented grammar presentation
Thoughtprovoking diseission topics

Contextualized, taskased exercises and activities

Word frequency rankings for the HSK

This edition includes engaging new lessons on important contemporary issues such as the Intgynet,
environment, empl oyment a whila extendinognraaec updating tbpecs
previous editions such as population, housing, family, education, and economic development. T{pe bc


http://www.cheng-tsui.com/store/products/new_text_modern_china
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provides extensive and challenging opportunities for students to develop not only integrated I
skills sich as speaking, reading, and writing, but also hidggwel critical thinking skills.

Purchase of the book includes access to online MP3 downloads that supplement the text with a
practicing pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Product Details

ISBN-13:9780887276279
PublisherCheng & Tsui
Published2009

Trim Size:8.5x 11
Format:Paperback
lllustrations:B/W photos
Pages352pp

INTEGRATED
Textbook C H l N ES E

" INTEGRATED
CHINESE

¥tk

Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Online Workbook

Student Book Key (Printed Card) T Q ISBN: 9780887277467

The Online Workbook, powered by Quia includes the electronic version of the printed workbookj (bot
simplified and traditional character versions) plus the workbook aedmrdings. NOTE: This produd
grants access to the student version of the online workbook. A card with a book key and instjctio
will be shipped upon purchase.
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Instructors can

save time by relying on the automatic grading system

manage grading and coarmformation quickly and easily

make announcements, assign activities, and set due dates

review and grade responses and send feedback to students

view exercise results for the entire class, by student, or by activity

customize the workbook by creating nautivities and uploading external documents
export grades to Blackboard, WebCT, and Moodle

Students can

work in a convenient, engaging online format

access both workbook audio and exercises in one place

get immediate feedback for most exercises, witbion to try again

record many of their answers so that instructors can listen to pronunciation
choose partners and practice speaking and listening skills

become adept at typing in Chinese

View the demo alittp:/books.quia.com/bookéJser name ishengtsuiand the password guia.

What cultural topics to teach?

The N ames of Chinese T



http://books.quia.com/books
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The name of a Chinese personhawo parts: it he family name

English name the family name always cormhbes f or e the givenfiZate|ps.

E.g. :AQ%uy8&ngodo. Given names can be of c hfja r

onelbese friends, parents, sipradoi@WSmagpdL el ider|] G
names almostlways carry positiveneaning. In addition, there are two different types of Chiflese

name, one is the formal name like on a passpod the other is a nickname normally used by clpse

friends or relatives.

Respect for E  Iders
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I's normal to use r espec tebsindan dladerperson, addredsinga persipNr?

this way is considered to be more polite. It is the same when addressing a teacher; the studgnt wi
normal |l vy addr es ® s hph wwu arassaac teazhrer ia €hinesé fit is normaj to

put their surname first and their title sefco
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