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Special Report: My Teaching Experience ï Xu Dan  

 

 

Xu Dan plays a game with her students on the second day of school. They pass a ball around the room and practice 

saying Mandarin Chinese words they have already learned. At right is Deborah Ballew. 

China native Xu Dan always wanted to go abroad to study English and the people who speak the 

language in their own cultural setting.  As a language teacher for seven years, Xu took advantage of an 

exchange program to come to the United States and teach Mandarin Chinese at Fort Gibson schools. 

Xu is staying with Fort Gibson teacher Mary White and her husband while on the exchange program. 

ñShe and her husband are very nice to meet; I feel at home,ò Xu said. In China, she taught English to 62 

students during a 40-minute class period. Things are much different here, but also much the same, she 

said. ñI see another side of me since coming to teach in the United States,ò Xu said. ñBy using fun 

games to teach Iôve discovered a different me than when I am in China.ò  

Not that she believes Chinese schools donôt have fun classrooms; they do try to make their classes 

interesting for their students. However, with the greatly reduced number of kids in Fort Gibson 

classrooms, Xu is able to explore new games and techniques in teaching. 
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ñOur teachers do play games, but not in this way,ò she said. ñOur classrooms are interesting too, but we 

do not have much time for games.ò Some games they do play: matching games, crossword puzzles and 

acting out scenarios to practice English. Other similarities to American schools are the rules, Xu said.  

She read the student handbook before school started and found that American schools have just as many 

guidelines as Chinese schools and the same expectations for student behavior. ñBefore I came, I had 

orientation about U.S. schools,ò Xu said. ñThey taught that U.S. students enjoy learning this way (with 

games) so I adopted these ideas.ò Senior Kacy Cook signed up for the class because he thought it would 

be a fun, new experience. 

 

So far, the class and teacher are living up to his expectations. ñSheôs a lot of fun, really entertaining,ò 

Cook said. Delaney Tusia, also a senior, agrees. She and her best friend signed up together, expecting a 

fun experience.  ñThe fact that this teacher is actually from China means I can learn more about the 

country, more about culture,ò Tusia said.  
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She and her friend also look forward to speaking Chinese in front of their friends, just for fun of course. 

Friday Xuôs students practiced the basic words they had already learned by playing a ball-tossing game. 

Each student who caught the ball had to repeat a word four times before passing it on. If they made a 

mistake, they had to sing a little song. Xu heard a lot of ñTwinkle, Twinkle Little Starò and told the 

students she would be happy to teach them the song in Chinese some day. 

She also heard many correctly pronounced Mandarin Chinese words from her new students. ñIn just two 

days of teaching, I think they are very talented,ò Xu said. ñI will do my best not to let them down.ò 

By Wendy Burton  - Times Correspondent 

       

   

Online Tools for Chinese Learning  

http://elanguage.cn/whychengo/whychengo.php  

This site a joint project of the U.S. Department of Education and the Chinese Ministry of Education 

provides online learning software based on animated videos displaying various aspects of Chinese 

culture, including the upcoming Olympics in Beijing. The joint project of E-language Learning System 

(ELLS) is originated from a bilateral MOU of E-Language Learning System (ELLS) signed by 

American Department of Education and the Chinese Ministry of Education on behalf of the two 

governments in Washington in October 2002. 

 

Both parties are committed to collaboration in the development of Chinese and English online learning 

courseware mainly of animation, which has its Chinese name of "ӗ " and English one of "Chengo". 

Chengo Chinese is a multi-media Chinese learning system, which is lively, innovative, practical and 

scientific. It comes a result of the cooperation in the ELLS project between Chinese MOE and USED. A 

group of leading experts in linguistic pedagogy and technology are invited to participate in the project 

design and development according to the syllabi of two countries to cater for demands of middle school 

students in Chinese at the age of 12-18. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://elanguage.cn/whychengo/whychengo.php
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Recommended Books  

 

Reading Into a New China, Volume 1 

Integrated Skills for Advanced Chinese   Ҭ Ҭ  

By Duanduan Li, Irene Liu       ISBN: 9780887276279  

Get to the heart of contemporary China with Reading into a New China! This is the third, totally revised 

version of the third-year reader formerly known as A New Text for a Modern China. With a completely 

remodeled design, Reading Into a New China is now a two-volume, fully integrated, multi-skill 

textbook that takes students of Chinese from the high-intermediate to the advanced level. With 

enhanced language learning tools and coverage of the exciting changes taking place in twenty-first-

century China. It is ideally suited for students who want to understand Chinaôs rapidly changing 

contemporary culture while perfecting their Chinese fluency and accuracy. 

Key Features  

¶ High-interest topics covering contemporary social issues 

¶ Exercises for vocabulary building skills 

¶ Systematic training in effective reading skills 

¶ Discourse-oriented grammar presentation 

¶ Thought-provoking discussion topics 

¶ Contextualized, task-based exercises and activities 

¶ Word frequency rankings for the HSK  

This edition includes engaging new lessons on important contemporary issues such as the Internet, the 

environment, employment, and womenôs status in China, while extending and updating topics from 

previous editions such as population, housing, family, education, and economic development. The book 

http://www.cheng-tsui.com/store/products/new_text_modern_china
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provides extensive and challenging opportunities for students to develop not only integrated language 

skills such as speaking, reading, and writing, but also higher-level critical thinking skills. 

Purchase of the book includes access to online MP3 downloads that supplement the text with audio for 

practicing pronunciation and listening comprehension. 

Product Details 

ISBN-13: 9780887276279 

Publisher: Cheng & Tsui 

Published: 2009 

Trim Size: 8.5 x 11 

Format: Paperback 
Illustrations: B/W photos 

Pages: 352pp 

 

 

 

Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Online Workbook  

Student Book Key (Printed Card)   Ҭ Ώ  ISBN: 9780887277467  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Online Workbook, powered by Quia includes the electronic version of the printed workbook (both 

simplified and traditional character versions) plus the workbook audio recordings. NOTE: This product 

grants access to the student version of the online workbook. A card with a book key and instructions 

will be shipped upon purchase. 
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Instructors can 

¶ save time by relying on the automatic grading system 

¶ manage grading and course information quickly and easily 

¶ make announcements, assign activities, and set due dates 

¶ review and grade responses and send feedback to students 

¶ view exercise results for the entire class, by student, or by activity 

¶ customize the workbook by creating new activities and uploading external documents 

¶ export grades to Blackboard, WebCT, and Moodle 

Students can 

¶ work in a convenient, engaging online format  

¶ access both workbook audio and exercises in one place 

¶ get immediate feedback for most exercises, with an option to try again 

¶ record many of their answers so that instructors can listen to pronunciation 

¶ choose partners and practice speaking and listening skills 

¶ become adept at typing in Chinese 

View the demo at http://books.quia.com/books. User name is chengtsui and the password is quia. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What cultural topics to teach?  

The N ames of Chinese    Ҭ ֲ  

 

Ҭ ֲ Ӟ ľ + Ŀ ̆ᵖ ҍ ̆ Ҭ ľ ῌĿ̆

ľ Ŀ ̆ ╠̕ľῌĿ ̆ ȂҬ ֲ ̆ ѿ ҩ ̆ ҹѿҩ ̆

ҹңҩ ̆ ľ Ŀ̕Ҭ ֲ ̆ ҹѿҩ ңҩ ̆ ңҩ ֪̆

http://books.quia.com/books
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֪ ̆ ̆ Ҭ ľҼҼĿȂҬ ֲ

ӈ Ȃ ̆Ҭ ֲ ӊ№̆ ̆ ᶏ ̆

҉ Ȃ ̆Ӟ Ӳ ̆ ᾞ ̆Ẽ Ӟ ԍ֪ ӊ Ȃ 

The name of a Chinese person has two parts:ñthe  family name +  the given  nameò. Different  from  an 

English  name  the  family  name  always  comes  before  the given name E.g.:ñZhǕng L§nò, ñZhǕngò is 

a surname, ñL§nò is a given name. The number of Chinese family names is fairly limited. The most 

common ones number around a hundred. Most family names consist of one character; a few have two, 

E.g.:ñǾuy§ngò. Given names can be of one character or of two characters. Given names are used only by 

oneôs close friends, parents, spouse, and elder siblings E.g.:ñL³liò instead of ñW§ng L³liò. Chinese given 

names almost always carry positive meaning.  In  addition,  there  are  two  different  types  of Chinese 

name, one  is  the  formal name  like on a passport, and  the other  is a nickname normally used by close 

friends or relatives. 

 

Respect for E lders     

 

 

ľ Ŀ Ҭ ᴰ ѿ №Ȃ ֲȁ ҉ Ṝȁ

Ṝ̆ѿ Ȃ ѿ ⌠ ľ Ŀ̆ ѿ Ṝ ̕

̆ѿ ᾢ ז₮ ̆ Ῥⱴ҉ľ Ŀ̆ץ ̆ ľ ĿȂ  
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óRespect for eldersô is a part of traditional Chinese culture dealing with the relationship between people 

of different generations and statuses. It stresses that elders and those of a higher position are all 

addressed respectfully and in a certain way when inquiring as to their age or name. In these situations it 

is normal to use respectful terms such as ñN²nò when addressing an older person, addressing a person in 

this way is considered to be more polite. It is the same when  addressing  a  teacher;  the  student would  

normally  address  the  teacher as  ñLׅoshǭ.ò When you address a  teacher  in Chinese  it  is normal  to 

put  their surname first and their title second, for example ñW§ng Lׅoshǭ. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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