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Volume 1.0 

What it takes to be a Good Chinese Teacher in USA? 

Districts and schools seeking to hire a Chinese language teacher will have to keep several things in mind 

beyond standard hiring procedures.  

Almost needless to say, does the candidate have a solid background and spoken fluency in Modern 

Standard Chinese (putonghua)? If the school cannot determine this, ask for help. See if a local college 

or university has a Chinese language program and whether an instructor there is willing to serve on a 

search committee, and take on the responsibility of evaluating a candidate's Chinese abilities. There are 

many who speak dialects and have accented Chinese, or simply do not have a grasp of grammar to be a 

teacher.  

The ideal candidate should be well-versed in American-style foreign language pedagogy. Can the 

potential teacher lead a class in an engaging way, and compel students to practice their communicative, 

interpersonal and presentational skills in the new language? Chinese language teacher associations do a 

lot of work in this area; by joining, educators get the most of professional exchange and continuing 

education.  

One of the greatest challenges facing visiting teachers from China is classroom management. Without 

the ability to settle students and develop a culture for learning, language instruction cannot happen. 

Many new teachers need help with this, and a seasoned teacher from China is no exception.  

A Chinese language teacher has a natural willingness to engage with other faculty to plan and integrate 

instruction and activities. Arguably, with integration, learning is compounded. If a student can learn 

relevant vocabulary words from other subject areas, and can master ways to ask questions or compare 

statements, a student can think in Chinese throughout the school day.  

A candidate should have ideas about engagement with the school community and community at large. 

By setting up field trips, cultural partnerships, activities during parent nights, culture and language 

comes together and enriches classroom practice. A good teacher should have creative approaches.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Young Learners Chinese Test  少儿汉语考试 

YCT (zhōng xiǎo xué shēng hànyǔ kǎoshì) is the short form for the Young Learners Chinese Test, 

which is a Chinese proficiency test held by the Hanban for the non-native speaking Chinese learners 

under the age of 15. YCT aims to assess the learners' ability to understand the basic spoken and written 

Chinese, and is divided into three levels. 

The YCT (Young Learners Chinese Test) certificate will be issued to those who have secured the 

required scores. YCT can be used in applications for school transfer, study abroad and scholarships. 

The YCT (Young Learners Chinese Test) is held six times a year on the scheduled months both in 

China and other appointed countries. The 2009, YCT are scheduled on Feb 28 (Saturday), May 23 

(Saturday), Jun 27 (Saturday), Aug 22 (Saturday), Oct 24 (Saturday), Nov 21 (Saturday). 

Level 1 

1. This level is suitable for youngsters who can understand and read simple Chinese expressions and 

sentences. 

2. Goals: Master about 300 daily used words and able to talk about topics such as introduction, inquiring, 

families, time, numbers and describing articles for daily use such as clothes, food and drinks. 

Level 2 

1. This level is suitable for youngsters who can use familiar words to answer simple questions in areas 

of immediate need or basic daily topics. Students can read Pinyin and recognize basic strokes of 

Chinese characters. 

2. Goals: Master a vocabulary of about 600 words; understand the short passages on the topics of school 

study, and conduct basic communications in topics such as feelings, attitudes, suggestions, sports and 

the descriptions of people and objects. 

Level 3 

1. This level is suitable for youngsters who can complete basic communication tasks on familiar topics 

in predictable everyday situations. 
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2. Goals: Master a vocabulary of about 900 words and able to complete daily communication tasks 

effectively. Have the ability to write short passages without obvious grammatical errors, discuss topics 

such as science and future study plans, narrate short stories, and state reasons. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What cultural topics to teach? 

Drinking Gongfu Tea 功夫茶 

A Chinese Custom in East Guangdong and South Fujian 

 

It is a Chinese custom to treat guests with tea. However, people in east Guangdong and south Fujian 

have a special way of preparing tea, called Gongfu Tea. 

The tea sets from making gongfu tea are very small. The pottery teapot is as big as a fist and the white 

and transparent teacups are as small as tiny liqueur glasses. In addition they use a small charcoal stove, 

a small water kettle and a porcelain base for holding tea sets. Spring or well water is the best for making 

gongfu tea. Water is boiled with olive stones, which give out high flames and the delicate fragrance of 

olives. Before making tea, first the teapot is cleaned with boiled water to get rid of the remaining tea 

flavor in the pot and make better tea with a warm teapot. Then a big handful of tealeaves is put into the 

teapot till they almost reach its rim. 

Wulong (black dragon) tea is the best variety for making gongfu tea. Half fermented, Wulong tea is as 

mellow as black tea and as refreshing and sweet as green tea, complete with lingering after taste. 

According to research, Wulong tea helps prevent and cure illnesses, prolong life and prevent 

arteriosclerosis and cancer. 

Guangdong's Wulong tea comes from Anxi in Fujian Province. Legend has it that the first cultivator of 

the tea was named Wu Liang. One day, Wu Liang went home after he had picked several pounds of 

mountain tea and caught a river deer. In the evening, he was busy with killing the river deer, and didn't 

have enough time to dry the green tea. The next day, he found the tea in the basket had fermented on the 

way back and after having been stored in the basket the whole night. He fried the tea at once. To his 

surprise, he found that the tea tasted very mellow, with no bitter and astringent taste. Soon Wu Liang 

taught his fellow villagers how to make the tea. Almost everyone in his village liked the fermented tea 
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and they named it Wu Liang tea. In the south Fujian dialect, liang and long are two homophonic words. 

As time went by the tea was called Wulong tea by later generations. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Multimedia Resources 

Computer-assisted language learning materials are developed to supplement teaching in class and 

maximize the efficacy of instruction. The following Web sites offer a variety of teaching and learning 

resources that include software and tools for learning Chinese, CD-ROMs, online texts, online 

newspapers and magazines, and links to other helpful sites. This is not a comprehensive list but a good 

beginning: since the Internet evolves rapidly, you are encouraged to use search engines such as Google 

or Yahoo! to discover newly created sites on Chinese language and culture teaching and learning.  

Web Sites: Tools for Chinese Learning 

Active Chinese, Winvue Software   http://winvue.com  

A database with 8,000 Chinese characters: the learner enters a word in Pinyin and sees a pronunciation 

guide and English translation. 

Chengo Chinese (乘风汉语)  http://elanguage.cn/  

This site is a joint project of the U.S. Department of Education and the Chinese Ministry of Education 

that provides online learning software based on animated videos displaying various aspects of Chinese 

culture. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Certificate Program in Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages 

Co-sponsored by: 

* the TESOL and Applied Linguistics Programs at Teachers College, Columbia University, 

* the Chinese Language Program in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia 

University, and 

* Asia for Educators at Columbia University. 

http://winvue.com/
http://elanguage.cn/
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Developed and taught by a world-class team of experts, the program offers a cutting-edge curriculum 

that sets trainees on a fast and efficient track to gain knowledge and skills necessary for operating 

effectively in the current and future classroom in various contexts. 

 

The program spans 12 weekends over one academic year (Fall and Spring semesters) and is ideal for 

both pre-service teachers and in-service teachers who look to develop or enhance their ability to teach 

through an accelerated program. 

The program particularly welcomes applications from the following groups of people: 

¶ College seniors or recent graduates majoring in Chinese studies  

¶ Guest teachers from China or from other Chinese-speaking regions  

¶ Mandarin speakers in the U.S. certified to teach other subjects  

¶ Mandarin speakers in the U.S. not yet certified in any subject  

The program is currently accepting applications for its 2009-2010 session (Fall 2009-Spring 2010). 

Completed applications must reach the TCSOL Office by mail or email (tcsol@tc.columbia.edu) by 

January 15, 2009 (priority deadline) or April 15, 2009 (final deadline). Spaces are limited.  

 

Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages (TCSOL)  

Teachers College, Columbia University 

Box 66, 525 W 120th Street  

New York, New York 10027-6696 

Email: tcsol@tc.columbia.edu  

  

NOTE: THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION HAS PASSED, BUT THE PROGRM IS WILLING 

TO CONSIDER EXTENDING IT FOR ANY WITH EXCELLENT CREDENTIALS.  

 

http://www.tc.edu/tcsol
http://www.tc.columbia.edu/
http://www.columbia.edu/
mailto:tcsol@tc.columbia.edu
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Recent TCSOL Graduates 

      

                     TCSOL Guangzhou Class                                            TCSOL Shanghai Class 

                                            

TCSOL Hong Kong Class 

 

We welcome all graduates to contribute resourceful articles about yourself, tell us where you are and 

what you are currently doing; or simply share teaching tips with us with regard to teaching 

Chinese/Mandarin at all levels. Send emails to: president@tcsol.us.com  

Keep yourself updated with us at: www.tcsol.us or www.iatcsol.org  

Happy Reading! 

IATCSOL Editorial Team 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

IATCSOL is a non-profit organization registered with the Division of Corporations under the State 

Department of Delaware, USA. Incorporation Number: 4141549. 
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