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Teaching Chinese/Mandarin Online  

A comprehensive approach to teaching the Chinese language online is being developed by International 

Han Institute (IHI) with the core objective of allowing TCSOL graduates to have a chance to teach 

online. Visit: www.ihichinese.com you will discover that there are two entries ï The Mandarin Club

̂Ҭ ̃for language learners and the Teachersô Club̂ ̃for teachers training purposes. 

The IHI e-learning platform is designed totally for the convenience of Chinese teachers to conduct 

online instruction with ease. 

 

http://www.ihichinese.com/


 
The courseware are electronically presented in systematic manner with guided workbooks and step by 

step language instruction followed by sample texts and dialogues, focused exercises, grammar 

explanations, and vocabulary, while the simulation presents real-world situations for problem solving 

through language use. First-time users are advised to take up online operation training with IHI to be 

familiarized with the functions.  

The increasing demand for learning Chinese has given rise to online courses, which can offer several 

advantages. Firstly, online courseware can be updated regularly using many different resourcesða 

natural fit for Chinese/Mandarin where new terms are born each day in response to changes in 

socioeconomic life. Secondly, web-based instruction can be accessed by learners on or off campus at 

any hour of the day. Thirdly, online courses can offer a learner-managed process, accommodating 

different learning styles, speeds, and focuses to fit individual needs. 

 

How to become a Qualified Teacher in the UK  

 

What does qualified mean?  

Qualified teacher status (QTS) is the accreditation that enables you to teach in state -maintained and 

special schools in England and Wales. You will  need to complete a period of initial teacher training (ITT), 

which will enable you to meet the professional  standards for QTS; a formal set of skills and qualities 

required to be an effective teacher.  



 
How do I  get QTS? 

Mandarin Chinese teachers can gain QTS through 4 recognised routes:  

¶ Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) or Post Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE - 

Scotland)  

¶ Graduate Training Programme (GTP) 

¶ Overseas Teacher Training Programme (OTTP) 

¶ Registered Teacher Programme 

 What qualfications do I  need beforehand?  

¶ a degree from either a UK or an overseas institution, or degree equivalence as de fined by the 

course provider, 

¶ a GCSE Grade C in Maths and English or their equivalent for secondary teaching and GCSE Grade C 

in Maths, English and a Science subject or their equivalent for primary teaching.  

Overseas Teacher Training Programme (OTTP)  

Who is this for?  

o Teachers that qualified overseas and outside the European Economic Area (EEA). 

o You need to have already found a teaching position in a school.  

How long do I have to get my QTS on the OTTP?  

You may be eligible to work in England as a temporary , unqualified teacher for up to four years while 

you achieve qualified teacher status (QTS). Currently, this programme is only available in 

England.  You MUST have your QTS within the 4 years otherwise you will no longer be allowed to teach.   

What training  will I  get? 

The Overseas Trained Teacher Programme (OTTP) will provide you with an individual training and 

assessment programme. This will ultimately lead to your qualification to teach in England permanently.  

How long will it take?  

The length of the prog ramme depends on how much additional training you need. However, the longest 

amount of time you can spend on the programme is one year full -time. If you feel your skills and 

experience meet all the QTS standards with minimal additional training, you may ap ply for  assessment 

based training.  

What about money?  

If you need to undertake a programme of additional training the TDA will cover the costs (up to a value 

of £1,250) as well as for your final assessment against the QTS standards. Your school will continu e to 

pay your salary. 

 

The Graduate Training Programme (GTP)   

Who is this suited to?  



 
The Graduate Teacher Programme (GTP)  is for graduates who want an on -the-job training programme 

to allow them to qualify as a teacher while they work. On the GTP graduate s are employed by a school, 

earn a salary and work towards qualified teacher status. It's good for those who want to change to a 

teaching career but need to continue earning while you train.  Once on the programme your training will 

be tailored to your own individual needs and lead to qualified teacher status.  

What qual ific ations do I need?  

To be eligible for the Graduate Teacher Programme (GTP) you need qualifications at least equivalent to 

a UK bachelors degree and GCSE grade C or above in mathematics and English. If you intend to teach 

primary or key stage 2/3 (ages 7 -14), you must also have achieved a standard equivalent to a grade C in 

a GCSE science subject. 

How long will it take?  

Training usually takes up to one school year, full time, depending on  previous teaching experience. In 

some cases, it may be much shorter.  

What about money?  

Your school will pay you on an unqualified teacherõs salary (anywhere from Ã15,461 depending on your 

responsibilities, experience and location). The TDA may pay the school  up to £14,500 to help meet your 

employment costs as well as a training grant of up to £5,630 depending on your location and the length 

of programme.  

If the school doesn't receive this funding, there is also a self -funded option available where the school 

will meet the costs of the GTP. To find out whether this option is available to you, you will need to 

enquire at your local GTP provider, known as an employment -based initial teacher training (EBITT) 

provider.  

As a trainee on the Graduate Training Programm e (GTP) you must be employed in an eligible school for 

the duration of your training. The financial support you receive is the salary from your school, which is at 

least the minimum point on the unqualified teacher pay scale .  

TDA Funded Places: 

In some cases, the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) will pay your school a grant to 

contribute to the cost of your salary on the GTP.  The TDA has a limited number of funded places on 

Employment Based Initial Teacher Training (EBITT) programmes. On a funded place, the TDA will pay 

GTP training provider a training grant to contribute to the cost of training. In most cases on the GTP, the 

TDA will also pay a salary grant to the school to contribute to the cost of your salary. On a TDA funded 

place, you will not have to pay any training fees.  

Non-TDA funded places:  

The TDA has a limited number of funded places and these are extremely popular. If your provider does 

not have any TDA funded places available, you may still be able to participate in the GTP if  your school 

or other sponsoring body is willing to cover the cost of your training and salary. You will need to enquire 

at your school and GTP training provider to find out if this option is available.    You may be charged a 

training fee by your GTP provi der. This may be covered by your school, yourself or a combination of the 

two. You should contact your GTP training provider for more information about any additional costs.  



 

The Post Graduate Certificate in Education/Post Graduate Diploma in 

Education (PGC E/PGDE)  

What is a PGCE/PGDE? 

A PGCE course mainly focuses on developing your teaching skills, and not on the subject you intend to 

teach. For this reason, you are expected to have a good understanding of teaching Mandarin Chinese, 

usually to degree level b efore you start training.  

How long does a PGCE/PGDE take? 

Courses generally last for one year full -time or up to two years part -time.  

Where can you do a PGCE/PGDE?  

PGCE courses are available at the following universities and colleges throughout the UK:  

¶ Goldsmith College (University of London) ð offered as a flexible programme allowing up to 2 year 

to complete the course. See http://www.gold.ac.uk/pgce/secondary -flexible/   for more 

information. Please contact Jenny Bain, Design and Technology +44 (0)20 7919 7782 or Maggie 

Pitfield, English +44 (0)20 7717 2947. 

¶ University of Exeter ð As well a Secondary PGCE in MFL, in 2009/2010 Exeter will be offering a 

brand new Primary stream for MFL though cur rently only offering French. See 

http://education.exeter.ac.uk/course_information.php?sitscode=PGC1EDUSEC42  for information 

about secondary. 

¶ University of Bath Spa - Please contact the Admissions Officer:Telephone: (01225) 876347. 

teaching@bathspa.ac.uk. See http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/cour ses/teaching/secondary -moden-

languages.asp  for more information  

¶ University of Sheffield - PGCE Enquiries: 0114 2228080 ite@sheffield.ac.uk  . See 

http://www.shef.ac.uk/education/courses/pgce/languages.html   for more information  

PGDE in Scotland: 

¶ University of Edinburgh - See 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/post graduate/finder/details.php?id=123   for more information  

What qualifications do you need?  

You must have a UK undergraduate degree or a recognised equivalent qualification. Find out if your 

qualifications are equivalent to UK qualifications through UK NAR IC. If your degree subject does not link 

closely to the subject you intend to teach, you may improve your ability to gain a place on an ITT 

programme by following a subject knowledge enhancement course. You also need a standard equivalent 

to at least a gra de C in GCSE English language and mathematics. If you want to teach primary or key 

stage 2/3 (ages 7-14), you must also have achieved a standard equivalent to a grade C in a GCSE science 

subject.  

http://www.gold.ac.uk/pgce/secondary-flexible/
http://education.exeter.ac.uk/course_information.php?sitscode=PGC1EDUSEC42
mailto:teaching@bathspa.ac.uk
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/teaching/secondary-moden-languages.asp
http://www.bathspa.ac.uk/courses/teaching/secondary-moden-languages.asp
mailto:ite@sheffield.ac.uk
http://www.shef.ac.uk/education/courses/pgce/languages.html
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/postgraduate/finder/details.php?id=123


 
Is there any funding available while I train?  

You may be eligible to receive funding while you train for your PGCE. Find out about funding for 
postraduate teacher training  

How do you apply for a PGCE? 

The majority of PGCE applications are made through the Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR). 

When should you apply? Generally speaking, the GTTR accepts applications from mid -September to June 

for courses starting the following September or October. However, be aware that courses in primary 

teaching, PE and history are very popular and there is considerable compe tition for places. To guarantee 

that your first choice of course provider will consider you, you need to apply before the end of November 

in the year before you wish to train.  

 

The Registered Teacher Programme (RTP)  

Who is this for?  

Non-graduates with some experience of higher education to complete their degree and qualify as a 

teacher at the same time. You will need to find a school willing to employ you.  

What training will I get?  

The school would need to work with a local higher education institution to ensure that you receive 

suitable training to extend your subject knowledge to degree level. The training programme leads to a 

degree-equivalent qualification as well as QTS.  

How long will it take?  

It usually lasts two years.  

What about money?  

Your school will pay you an unqualified or qualified teacherõs salary (starting from Ã15,461 depending on 

your responsibilities, experience and location). The TDA may also provide the school with a grant of up 

to £9,100 (for two years' full time) to cover the cost of your training.  

If the school doesn't receive this funding, there is also a self -funded option available, by which the 

school will meet the costs of the RTP. To find out whether this option is available to you, you will need 

to enquire at your local RTP pro vider (known as employment based initial teacher training (EBITT) 

provider.  

 

 



 

Worldwide News  on Learning Chinese  

   Class act as pupils learn in Chinese 

 

In view of China's growing politico-economic influence on world affairs, an increasing number of 

British students are encouraged to learn Chinese.  

 

British School Secretary Ed Balls recently announced that one in seven secondary schools in Britain, 

which teach pupils aged 11-16, offer classes for Mandarin and Cantonese, two of the most important 

and influential Chinese dialects.  

 

"In this new decade our ties with emerging economies like China will become even more important and 

it's vital that young people are equipped with the skills which they need, and British businesses need too, 

in order to succeed in a rapidly changing world," AFP quoted Balls as saying.  

 

"That's why we want all secondary pupils to have the opportunity to learn up-and-coming languages like 

Mandarin if they choose, either at their own school or a nearby school or college," he added.  

 

A recent poll published last year by the CBI business lobby group found that businesses are increasingly 

interested to recruit staff who speak Mandarin.  

 

According to the poll, more than 38 percent of employers were looking for Mandarin or Cantonese 

speakers, compared to 52 percent for French and 43 percent for German. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

What cultural topics to teach?  

Suzhou and Hangzhou   
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ñIn heaven there is paradise on earth and that is SȊzhǾu and HángzhǾu.ò The above is an ancient 

reference to two of Chinaôs most famous tourist destinations and  most prosperous towns. Both SȊzhǾu 

and H§ngzhǾu lie close to Sh¨nghׅi in a region famous for its productivity both materially and 

intellectually. H§ngzhǾu is home to one of Chinaôs most  famous attractions, West Lake. There are 36 

lakes in China called óWest Lakeô but only one is known to all Chinese. The lake originally was a 

lagoon  but was gradually altered, most notably by Emperor Qiánlóng in the 18th century, to itôs present 

state. It is surrounded  by mountains to one side and the city to the other, and is divided by causeways 

allowing people to cross and admire the scenery and historical sites dotted around the lake. 

SȊzhǾu on the other hand is located on the Grand Canal and flourished  as a center of shipping and 

commerce. At the height of its development it was  one of  the richest cities in China, widely known  for 

its silk production. SȊzhǾu is renowned for its gardens. Scholars, officials and merchants were attracted 

to the city and created some of the most beautiful villas and gardens in China. Today many of these 

remain, most notably the óWׅngshǭ Yun§ô and the óLi¼ Yun§ô. The two cities combine natural beauty 

with historical significance to make for great days out.  


