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So why should Children learn to Speak Chinese?

An interview with Kim Clement, a young American Chinese teacher in Florida, USA.

Top 10 Reasons to Learn Chinese!

1. China is emerging from a period of stagnation and again taking it s place as one of the great
powers of the world. China currently has the second largest economy in the world.  To take
advantage of this huge economic shift and opportunities, learning to speak Chinese is a great
way to give your children an advantage in the increasingly competitive business world. Between
equal foreign competitors courting a Chinese company, who will the company choose to
associate with: a Chinese-speaking foreigner or a foreigner with a translator?




2. China has become the_factory of the world _ and is moving up the technology food chain.
Look at the balance of trade between the US and China. Per Nobel Prize Winner Robert Mundell
China will becom e the factory of the world , in my opinion it already has. Now products are
built, as well as designed in China.

3. China is a huge export market for the US. 1/5th of the world's populatio n lives in
China. Overseas Chinese dominate the economies of many countries in Asia, and speaking
Mandarin gives you an edge in doing business with them. Countries with large overseas
Chinese populations include Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, and Malaysia. China
has become one of the largest trading partners with the US. Over 16,000 US companies sell
products in China. Trade is not only from China to the US, but also the other way. $41.8
Billion in 2006.

4. The world is becoming a global economy . Per a famous book, the world is becoming flat so
communication, ideas, and goods are traveling faster and faster between countries including the
US and China. Learning Chinese gives you the opportunity to take advantage of this
change. It's a great ice breaker when working with people from China if you can say a few
words in Chinese. This helps especially when dealing with business people on the other side of
the world via conference call.

5. Chinese has become very useful in government.  The Austrian Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd
is fluent in Mandarin Chinese. The US Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geitner studied Chinese and
attended Beijing University. The former Utah Governor, now Ambassador to China, Jon
Huntsman is fluent in Chinese (he learned it as a missionary in Taiwan and has an adopted child
from China).

6. Chinese culture is over 5000 years old. By learning the Chinese Language, Chinese you will
learn another culture . Learning a language gives you a better understanding through the
grammar and even how the words are derived of the culture behind them. There is a lot of
Chinese Poetry that lose some meaning when translated.

7. Learning another language gives you another viewpoint . When a child uses a word, this
word also triggers associations in the brain, brought about by the other languages the child
knows. Maybe this is why it seems people who know languages seem smarter. The numerous
mental associations playing in their brain, opens new ideas. It also helps as people age. | once
had a fun talk with a programmer explaining how learning a new computer language h elped
keep his mind fresh. At the very least, it will help you when ordering Chinese food.

8. Learning Chinese will give a student a competitive advantage . Chinese is the fastest
growing Foreign Language being taught in US schools . | like Mayor Daly's quote: "We want to
give our young people opportunities to advance ... and [Chinese] is a great opportunity to
survive in today's economy." Students can get higher grades in when they take Chinese subjects
in school because they started early at home.

9. Mandarin Chinese is the most taught foreign language after English in Japan . If the
Japanese are learning it, shouldn't people in the US? The Japanese have a sharp scent on who or
what is arriving. Mandarin Chinese is the most used language on the Internet.



http://www.asiamarketresearch.com/news/000228.htm
http://www.asiamarketresearch.com/news/000228.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/money/world/2006-04-19-china-exports-usat_x.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/money/world/2006-04-19-china-exports-usat_x.htm
http://www.pm.gov.au/your_pm/index.cfm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timothy_Geithner
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/17/world/asia/17ambassador.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/17/world/asia/17ambassador.html
http://www.childbook.com/Why-Learn-Chinese-s/Why-Kids-Should-Learn-to-Speak-Chinese-s/A-Thousand-Peaks-Poems-from-China-p/e0284.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/1108/p02s01-ussc.html
http://www.time.com/time/asia/covers/501060626/story.html

10. There are big Chinese communities all over the world . Whether for business or to establish
personal ties, knowing the language is not only useful, but endears you to people you want to
connect to.

Worldwide News on Learning Chinese

N L
VA L‘ British children told to learn Chine  se

In view of China's growing politico -economic influence on world affairs, an increasing number of
British students are encouraged to learn Chinese.

British School Secretary Ed Balls recently announced that one in seven secondary schools in
Britain, whi ch teach pupils aged 11-16, offer classes for Mandarin and Cantonese, two of the
most important and influential Chinese dialects.

"In this new decade our ties with emerging economies like China will become even more
important and it's vital that young pe ople are equipped with the skills which they need, and
British businesses need too, in order to succeed in a rapidly changing world," AFP quoted Balls as
saying.

"That's why we want all secondary pupils to have the opportunity to learn up -and-coming
languages like Mandarin if they choose, either at their own school or a nearby school or college,"”
he added.

A recent poll published last year by the CBI business lobby group found that businesses are
increasingly interested to recruit staff who speak Mandar in.

According to the poll, more than 38 percent of employers were looking for Mandarin or
Cantonese speakers, compared to 52 percent for French and 43 percent for German.



http://repository.forcedmigration.org/show_metadata.jsp?pid=fmo:4797

|
I——=_Malaysia - Learning Mandarin in religious schools

KOTA BARW Chinese will be taught in Islamic religious schools in Kelantan. The move, however,
will not be enforced immediately. State Islamic development, education and dakwah committee
chairman Mohd Amar Abdullah said as a start these schools will form Chinese Language Clubs, to
get the students to first learn the rudiments of speaking in Mandarin.

Seven schools under the Kelantan Islamic Foundation have been chosen for the pilot programme.
They are Sekolah Maahad Muhammadi (Boys and Girls), Maktab Pengajian Islam, Sekolah Maahad
Arabiah Pasir Mas, Sekolah Maahad Tahfiz alQuran Pulai Chondong, Maahad Tahfiz Sains Tanah
Merah and Sekolah Menengah Ugama (Arab) Tarbiah Mardhiah Panchor.

Mohamad Amar said the programme was launched at the Sekolah Maahad Muhammadi
PerempuaninJuly. 6 Bnce then 250 students from the seve
told Rohani Ibrahim (PAS60Tanj ung Mas) at the state assembly

The | essons, for the moment, are conducted dur |
adding that m ore schools will be added in the programme next year due to the encouraging
response.He sai d the Mandarin classes are aimed at
adding that with increasing response Chinese would eventually be taught as a subject in all

religious schools in Kelantan.

To a supplementary question by Adhan Kechik (BN 8 Bukit Bunga), Mohamad Amar said there was
no plans at this juncture to send students to China for further studies in Islam as there has yet

to be an appropriate school there for the studies.

Nevertheless, he added, the state government had sent four students from the Sultan Ismail
Petra International Islamic College here to pursue Chinese studies in China. He said the students

have returned to teach Chinese at the colle ge.

To a question by Zulkifli Mamat (PAS - Pulai Chondong), Mohd Amar said the Kelantan Islamic
Foundation is sponsoring 20 students to pursue medicine in Egypt. He said the sponsorship
started last year with 10 students, with 10 more added to the program this year. Mohamad Amar

said it cost about RM200,000 per student to sponsor the complete course.




VA L\‘ UK in Chinese learning pledge

LONDON- EVERY British teenager should have the chance to learn Mandarin due to the growing
importance of China in world ev ents, the government said on Monday.

One in seven secondary schools, which teach pupils aged 11-16, currently offer Mandarin and
Schools Secretary Ed Balls said he wanted to extend this through language partnerships between
schools.

'In this new decade our ties with emerging economies like China will become even more
important and it's vital that young people are equipped with the skills which they need, and
British businesses need too, in order to succeed in a rapidly changing world," he said.

‘That's why we want all secondary pupils to have the opportunity to learn up -and-coming
languages like Mandarin if they choose, either at their own school or a nearby school or college.’
Businesses are increasingly interested in staff who speak Mandarin, according to a poll published
last year by the CBI business lobby group.

It found that 38 percent of employers were looking for Mandarin or Cantonese speakers,
compared to 52 percent for French and 43 percent for German.

According to last year's results for GCSEs, the compulsory exams taken at age 16, a total of
3,469 candidates took Mandarin - 16 percent more than the previous year. The take -up may also
increase after the biggest exam board in the country began offering Mandarin GCSE last
September, with the first p upils expected to complete the two -year course in June 2011.

The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) is the only national
organization dedicated to the improvement and expansion of the teaching and learning of all
languagesat all levels of instruction. ACTFL is an individual membership organization of more
than 9,000 foreign langu age educators and administrators from elementary through graduate
education, as well as government and industry.

Since its founding, ACTFL has become synonymous with innovation, quality, and reliability in
meeting the changing needs of foreign language educators and their students. From the
development of Proficiency Guidelines, to its leadership role in the creation of national

standards, ACTFL focuses on issues that are critical to the growth of both the profession and the




individual teacher. Through thei r membership, new as well as veteran teachers are making an
important investment in the future

Mission Statement (adopted November 2004)
ACTFL: Providing vision, leadership and support for quality teaching and learning of languages.
Vision Statement (adopt ed May 2005)

Believing that language and communication are at the heart of the human experience, that the
US must nurture and develop indigenous, immigrant, and world language resources, and that the
US must educate students to be linguistically and cultur ally prepared to function as world
citizens, ACTFL is uniquely positioned to lead this endeavor by

Meeting the needs of language professionals

Ensuring a dynamic and responsive organization

Working proactively through advocacy and outreach

Working to ensure that the language -teaching profession reflects the racial, ethnic
and linguistic diversity of US society

1 Promoting research that impacts the development of professional programs and
enhances the quality of language teaching and learning.
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American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
1001 N. Fairfax St., Suite 200

Alexandria, VA 22314

(t) (703) 894-2900

(f (703) 894-2905

headquarters@actfl.org

Recommended Books

INTEGRATED
CHINESE
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Textbook
VSimpIiﬁed and Traditional Characters
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Integrated Chinese Level 2, Part 2 Now Available!

The second volume of Integrated Chinese 3rd Edition is now complete, with the release of Level
2, Part 2.

Picking up right where Level 2, Part 1 left off, the 2 -2 Textbook, Workbook and Character
Workbook continue the same dynamic, communicative approach that makes Integrated Chinese
the most popular introductory college Chinese series. Its student -centered approach makes
language acquisition relevant and fun for learners. Instructors will appreciate the flexible
course design and updated lessons, and everyone will appreciate the all -new, user-friendly full -
colour layout.

Available in both traditional and simplified characters, Integrated Chinese Level 2, Part 2 is
intended for one semester of study at the college level.

Mailing Address:

Cheng & Tsui Company
25 West Street
Boston, MA 021111213 USA

Phone & Fax:

Phone (toltHree): (800) 5541963
Phone: (617) 988400

Fax: (617) 4263669

Alternate Fax: (617) 5568964

What cultural topics to teach?

Holidays & Festivals in China T




National Day (October 1st) and International Labour Day (May 1st), are the two major official
holidays in China. Aside from these, there are many other traditional holidays and festivals in
China. Among them, the most important festival is Chinese New Year. It falls on the first day

of the first month of the Chinese lunar calendar. Han people and other ethnic minorities in
China celebrate the Spring Festival. The fifteenth day of the first lunar month is the Yuan
Xiao festival, also known as the Lantern Festival; the traditional treat eaten on this day is
cha s e RO, VRS SN "X SRS N o Qing Ming Festival , aflis ‘o gl
Rt h, “daly SN WA pritds. FhiRs 0 "slt hres Wi me™ @if FyNcicRr W
the tombs. Duan Wu Festival or Dragon Boat Festival is celebrate d on the fifth day of the fifth

lunar month. This is a festival dedicated to the memory of Qu Yuan, the great poet -statesman
during the Warring States Period. The traditional food eaten for the festival is called

O NRGRZT, O and slareahgld everybyeaa Another immpodant festival is The Mid -
Autumn Festival (Moon Cake Festival), which falls on the fifteenth day of the eighth lunar

month, also known as Family Reunion Day. This is a time when the whole family enjoys getting

together to look at the full moon, and to eat delicious moon cakes.
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ACTFL 2010 Annual Convention and World Languages Expo
November 19  -21, 2010
Pre-convention Workshops 8 November 18, 2010
Hynes Convention Center, Boston, MA

Languages: Gateway to Global Communities

The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Annual Convention and
World Languages Expo brings together more than 6,000 teachers, administrators, method
instructors and students of foreign languages at all levels from across the world. The convention
features over 600 educational sessions on such topics areas as: Assessment, Culture, Curriculum,
Literature, Methods/Techniques, Advocacy and Policy Issues, Professional Development,
Research, Specific Purposes, Standards and Technology.

2010 Call for Proposals Now Operi Deadline for Submission, January 10, 2010

Housing and Reistration to open in mid-April 2010

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
1001 N. Fairfax St., Suite 200
Alexandria, VA 22314
(t) (703) 894-2900
(f (703) 894-2905

www.actfl.org

Discover
Languages®

Discover the World!

www.discoverlanguages.org

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
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News & Events

TCSOL Graduation S

Guangzhou Class 19

Shanghai Class 29




